
Kiersten Chernovol (Doty) was an intern with Source  
Ministries in Minneapolis, which used art and music to 
minister to the area’s diverse neighborhood. It was a 
perfect fit for Kiersten since God had gifted her with 
artistic skills. A week before the annual Art Fest, Kiersten 
heard God ask her to create a huge mural for a nonprofit. 
While that would be truly exciting, she was sad because 
she realized that a nonprofit wouldn’t be asking a girl 
just out of high school to paint a huge mural for them.

In Madison (270 miles away), Len Lindsay heard God ask 
him to create a huge mural for The River. Typically, Len 
immediately did what God asked of him, but in this case, 
he paused to remind God that he was not artistic. Not 
even a little. Nevertheless, God asked him again! So, 
Len said, “Fine!” He was volunteering at the Source’s Art 
Fest and would watch how they did it.

Meanwhile, The River was getting ready to expand their 
services. Another business in the back quarter of their 
building didn’t renew their lease so this was a great  
opportunity to expand.

In early July 2009, the city closed the entire street for the 
Source Art Fest. Len helped by driving to the store to 
buy paint and brushes. Kiersten helped with the many 
art needs for the small tables set out along the street. 
There was no money allowed at the art fest. All food and 
refreshments were free. The artists at the tables freely 
helped anyone who stopped by to create their own 
piece of art that they could take home with them.

At the end of the art fest, the volunteers celebrated and 
shared stories from the successful weekend. Kiersten 
mentioned that she would be moving to Madison to 
attend MATC. That caught Len’s attention, so he went 
over and asked her a simple question. “So, Kiersten, 
since you are moving to Madison, would you like to 
create a huge mural for The River Food Pantry?” Len was 
amazed at her response. With eyes wide open, she said, 
“Yes!”

Back in Madison, Len got the go ahead from The River 
and bought all the materials needed (using the same 
“skills” that he used in Minneapolis) ...drop cloths, paint, 
primer, brushes and four large masonite panels.

Meanwhile, Kiersten created the design for the mural. 
Rays of light poured from the holes in outstretched 
hands emerging from a flowing river—bringing to mind 
how the same Jesus that was nailed through his hands to 
the cross to die for our sins is there in the midst of The 
River.

A bright projector could beam Kiersten’s design onto 
the large masonite panels where anyone (regardless of 
artistic talent) could paint the black outlines to match 
the projected image. But this would require a bright 
projector and quite a bit of uninterrupted space.

Coincidentally, The River was expanding right then into 
their new space, which was empty for that week. It just 
so happened that MATC had a bright projector that 
could be reserved. Andy (co-founder of The River) was 
an instructor there and was able to get it without a  
reservation for that same week. Kiersten had time that 
same week in August before MATC classes started. 
Len had time that same week to coordinate everything 
including driving Kiersten to and from The River.

And so it came to pass that on Friday, August 21, 2009, 
all who came to use the services of The River were invited 
to help paint the mural. Over 70 people were given a 
brush and a cup of paint. Most asked if they needed to 
stay within the lines. Nope, no rules. Paint whatever  
inspires you. Three hours later the community had  
painted the entire mural. Six days later it was mounted 
on the wall. And to this day, most volunteers at The River 
ask to have their picture taken in front of that mural.

And with so many coincidences, we know that God was 
working behind the scenes to get that huge mural to 
remind us that God is our midst at The River!
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